
11th April 2021 – Easter 2  :  Truth versus Faith  :  Acts Ch 4 vv 32-35  :  John Ch 20 vv 19-30 

Early on the morning of December 7, 1941, two radar operators in Hawaii, saw on their screens a large mass of what 

could be enemy aircraft heading towards them. One of them was sceptical thinking it must be a weather illusion. The 

other reported his interpretation of his observations to the officer of the watch, who disbelieved him. At the same 

time, a ship’s captain patrolling outside Pearl Harbour reported that he had sighted an enemy submarine. His report 

too was rejected, unless he could produce more evidence. The rest is history. Many lives were lost because people 

either refused to believe what they saw, what they had been told or required more proof before believing. 

Our Gospel reading describes the identical responses from Christ’s followers to the resurrection evidence. One 
believed without seeing. One upon hearing. Some believed when seeing and one believed only when further proof 
was given. Mary believed when she heard Jesus speak. John believed when he saw the empty tomb. Peter and other 
disciples believed when the wounded Christ appeared before them, behind locked doors. Thomas needed further 
proof. 

As Christians, certainly we know who we believe in. We recite the Creed in our church services to remind us what we 
believe in. Even if it evolved rather than a single cataclysmic event, we all can probably trace back to when we 
started believing that Christ is our Redeemer. A harder question to ask ourselves is why we wanted to believe; and 
even harder is how we came to believe. 

Martin Luther explained how some people believe, and others do not when he stated that we cannot believe by our 
own reason or strength; it is only by the Holy Spirit that one comes to believe. Now this situation seems to be a 
paradox. On the surface, it seems that you cannot believe in the Holy Spirit unless you already believe that the Holy 
Spirit will help you to believe. The paradox is resolved by God welcoming us into His family, creating a relationship 
with us, thus enabling us to participate in the initial stages of wanting to believe. 

We cannot see the wind, yet we know that it is there. We cannot see electricity, yet we know, sometimes to our own 
detriment, that it is there. We believe that the wind and electricity are real because we can see the results of their 
existence. I have never been to Africa, yet I believe that it does exist because there is a lot of documentary evidence 
to support that belief. Similarly, Christians believe in God without seeing Him, because we can see the effect of His 
existence in our daily lives. We see His love and influence in others, and we see His power daily. 

None of us today has seen Christ, and yet we believe in Him. We do not need to have proof or truth to know that our 
belief in Christ as our redeemer is indisputable. However, faith and truth are not the same thing. If I ask you to guess 
what I have just taken out of my pocket and hidden within in my hand, it would not be long before someone would 
guess that it was a coin. If I agree that it is a coin then, you have no proof that it is because you still have not seen it, 
but you would believe that it is. If I then open my hand to reveal that it is indeed a coin then you no longer believe 
that it is a coin because you now know that it is. You have replaced faith with truth.  

It does not necessarily benefit your faith in God if you try and find incontrovertible proof or require more truth about 
Him. In the 1970’s the Shroud of Turin Research Project declared that the markings on the cloth were consistent 
with a crucified body and that the stains were real human blood.  A later study revealed that the 
shroud originated some time between 300BC and 400AD. These were interesting announcements that 
excited many Christians, and hotel and restaurant owners in Turin,  they did not enhance our 
knowledge about the Crucifixion and Resurrection.  The truth is not that difficult. Christ was crucified 
and as predicted, three days later he came back to life. The fact that He was crucified is not as 
significant as why He was crucified. And that is where our belief becomes infinitely more important 
than from the historical facts of the event.  As Christians, we must never lose sight of Jesus sacrificing 
His life for us, to pay the debt for our sins for evermore, even those sins that we have not yet 
committed. 

There are probably as many types of Christianity as there are Christians because we each bring our own history into 
our faith, but that does not matter if our resultant lives accept God as our daily guide. In our Gospel reading Christ 
says, “Blessed are those who have not seen me but still have believed”. We all can count ourselves blessed. It does 
not matter when, why or how we came to believe. If we let Christ enter our hearts and our daily lives and transform 
us, then reflecting every one of us having a personal and distinct relationship with God, then we too can, as Thomas 
did, use the possessive “My” instead of “Our” or “The” and proclaim Christ to be “My Lord and my God”. Amen. 


