
 
Today’s Gospel reading takes us to the time just after Jesus has started to gather a group of 
disciples together but before he begins his public ministry. He goes to a wedding in a village 
a few miles away from his home in Nazareth. 
 
At the wedding, we see the first of Jesus’s miracles as recorded in John’s gospel, when he 
changes water into wine. When I first read this story many years ago, I felt that I was missing 
something. It seemed just to be some sort of very impressive party trick. I had to ask myself, 
what am I missing? This gave me a valuable lesson about studying the Bible and allowing 
God to speak through it.  
 
Running out of wine would be very concerning for the host – clear dereliction of duty! Mary, 
of course, knows that her son is Immanuel, God with us. I wonder what she was expecting 
him to do. At first, he seems reluctant to intervene. But Mary doesn’t give up. So too, we 
should not give up if God’s answer to a prayer is ‘not yet’, or ‘wait and see’. 
  
Jesus sees six water jars made of stone. They are enormous. Each one holds twenty or 
thirty gallons. Jesus tells the servants to fill the jars with water. Each is filled to the brim. 
Then Jesus tells them to take some of the “water” to the person in charge of the feast.  
 
By now, it is no longer water. It has been transformed into wine. And not just any wine, but 
really high-quality wine. As the wine taster says, “usually people serve the best wine first and 
then, when the guests are too drunk to notice, the inferior wine, but you have saved the best 
till now”. 180 gallons of really good wine. Magic! 
  
I think the reason this looked like a party trick when I first read it all those years ago is that I 
didn’t read the final verse of the story, where this miracle is described as the “first of the 
signs through which Jesus revealed his glory”; and having seen it, “his disciples believed in 
him”. 
 
Signs (or miracles) are a very important theme in John’s Gospel. They show us the true 
character of Jesus and, through him, the true character of God. It is easy to read too much 
into the story, for example wondering about the relevance of there being 6 jars or that the 
jars were used for ritual purification or that the events happened at a wedding banquet. But it 
also easy to read too little into the story (as I did when I read it for the first time) and to see it 
as showing off, doing something spectacular to get a round of applause. 
  
This story teaches us, in a very memorable way, that God is very, very, generous. Those 
huge jars over-flowing with the best wine. This gives us a picture of God’s love. Love that 
can overcome anything.  
 
And water is turned into wine. The ordinary becomes extraordinary. Do you ever feel 
unworthy to be used by God to share the good news of his love with others in words and in 
deeds? Do you feel that you are simply not up to the task? “Lord, don’t choose me, choose 
someone better qualified”.  
 
Well, God can do mighty things however unpromising the raw material might seem. If God 
can turn water into wine, think what he can do with you and with me!  
 
Think of that water turning into wine. The ordinary becoming extraordinary. That is the 
transformation that God can bring to your life. 
 
Amen. 


