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   EDITOR'S NOTES

I can tell lockdown is easing ‐ well a li le!  This is 
because we have lots of news this month and events 
too.  
Don't forget to pop along to the Popup Cafe in 
Laddingford.  The next date is Tuesday, 6th July and 
there are two dates for August.  Lashings of tea and 
cake and useful informa on and welcome company ‐ 
all under the lovely trees in Cleavesland, Laddingford.  
10.30‐12.30 ‐ just in me for that break mid morning.

A er seeing children reading our magazine in the tea 
rooms last month, we have had a le er from a pupil of 
Laddingford School about her journey to school.  Both 
Laddingford School and Yalding School, plus our local 
preschools regularly send in their news and it is 
wonderful to see children enjoying themselves once 
again a er the restric ons of earlier in the year and of 
course 2020. And when children are not at school, 
some play football and cricket.  We love our sports 
news.  
And if you qualify, don't miss out on applying for a 
Higher Educa on Scholarship from the Yalding 
Educa on Founda on ‐ page 10. 

We also have a one off ar cle this month from Alisa 
Jaffa ‐ talking about that empty nest syndrome and 
what she did to shake the cobwebs off and re‐invent 
herself.  Inspiring stuff.

We hope you enjoy this month's issue and remember, 
if you have any events you would like us to cover, drop 
us an email or talk to me personally ‐ I am in the Post 
Office Monday and Saturday mornings and some mes 
in between!   June 

The Almshouses in Yalding are located off Vicarage Road at the 
top of the village via Windmill Path by The Green which leads 
up to Mount Avenue.  Six homes for six ladies who have 
connec ons with Yalding and who have fi ed the criteria from 
the trustees to be a resident.

The gardens out the front of the six houses are admired by 
everyone who passes by thanks to their gardener and residents 
who like to garden. 

These homes look even more pre y in the sunshine with an 
abundance of flowers. .The garden is full of birds and is a very 
tranquil place. We are indeed very lucky in Yalding to benefit 
from the generosity of the Misses Anne and Elizabeth 
Simmons who in 1863 arranged for them to be built. 

During that me, widows of farm labourers were usually le  
des tute should their husbands die, so these homes were built 
to cater for six poor women of the parish at that me.  Hard 
physical labour was dangerous and as the man was the main 
breadwinner at that me, real hardship would be felt by 
families le  behind should the worst happen.  

A trust was set up to make sure these proper es would serve 
the community forever more.  Yalding Almshouses ‐ A Short 
History by Michael Stewart is on page 5 for further 
informa on. 

DEADLINE FOR COPY & 
ADVERTISING

 10th of every month
Editor:    June Chapman

mag@yaldingchurches.co.uk

Adver sing:    Lara Franklin

ylpm.advertising@gmail.com



Y & L Parish Magazine July Page 3

CHURCH SERVICES IN THE PARISH

St Peter and St Paul, Yalding
Sundays 09.30 Holy Communion

4th Sunday 10.00 All Age worship

Mondays 13.45 Li le Fishes (monthly on 2nd Monday)  in church

19.00 Prayer Group (weekly in person) at Cob End. 

You are more than welcome to join us

If you would like us to pray for you, please ring 01622 813995 

or email annetelfer7@gmail.com

Tuesdays 18.00  Evening Prayer online (Tradi onal)

Wednesdays 10.00 Holy Communion, Lady chapel  (Tradi onal)

Fridays 18.00  Evening Prayer online (Contemporary)

 
St Mary's, Laddingford
No services are being held at St Mary's for the me being.

St Margaret's, Collier Street
Sundays 11.00  Holy Communion

RC Mass at Church of St Mary the Virgin, Ne lestead
Sundays 09.30  All welcome

Our Discussion Forum will resume after Lockdown.
Contact: Fr Alastair Ferguson

01892 838220 ∙  07887 925356   alastair.ferguson153@gmail.com

Yalding Bap st Church Sunday Worship Services with Junior Church
at 10.30   Zoom ID 857 4184 1757 ALL WELCOME

4th July Communion Service

11th July Visi ng speaker Rob Eldred

18th July All Age Worship

25th July Kitchen Crew (age 11+)

Home Group Wednesdays at 8.15pm  Please ask for Zoom ID

7th July Prayer and share

21st July Bible study (Acts 10)

Contact: James & Rachel Bushnell  01622 817337, rachbush75@hotmail.co.uk

yaldingbap stchurch.my‐free.website

www.facebook.com/yaldingbap stchurch

100 CLUB drawn in aid of church funds

June winners

1st Mar n Williams 33

2nd Shirley Holdsworth 65

3rd Ralph Bird 95

Next Draw is on the 4th July 2021

This will be the last draw of this club so there will 

soon be an opportunity for new members.

Contact:   Richard Young 07734 960706
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 PARISH LETTER

“They will look on me, the one they have pierced …” (Zechariah 12:10)
 
I’ve just been vaccinated. Ouch! So far, no ill effects or change in my cons tu on, but that might be because I 
have always had a tendency to be grumpy and irritable. 

This is a significant thing, though.  It is more than just a needle in the arm, more than just a clever biological 
prophylac c. It is an individual’s contribu on to the whole, a soldier’s single efforts in an army’s campaign.

I’ve been vaccinated before, of course, as tes fied by the smallpox and BCG scars on my upper arm, and there 
were childhood preventa ve injec ons against tetanus, measles, mumps, rubella, and whooping cough, and 
I’ve been lucky enough to travel abroad to des na ons that have also required another needle or two. But 
these have all been about protec ng me from the possibility of infec on and the poten al for consequent 
sickness.

Given that those who were likely to be most vulnerable to suffering the most severe effects of Covid‐19 were 
the first to be offered vaccines, the chances are that those who now queue up for a prick in the arm might 
only experience a mild illness from which they could recover fully, were they to be infected with the 
coronavirus. So it is that we are now taking vaccina ons not only for our own protec on, but with par cular 
regard for the benefit of others as individuals and for the benefit of society as a whole in terms of controlling 
the pandemic.

This is extraordinary when seen in light of the o ‐quoted caricature of our contemporary Western culture as 
being individualis c and self‐centred, grasping and avaricious, with only personal fulfilment and selfish 
ambi on to mo vate us in our thoughts and ac ons. To undergo such a personal and in mate experience, 
which for some can have undesired side‐effects, to offer something of self for the benefit of others, to take 
one for the team – this is a remarkable demonstra on of something in us which shows an inherent goodness 
at the heart of our iden ty.

And this is the point (sorry!) of the biblical story of crea on in the first chapters of Genesis (in par cular 
Genesis 1:27‐31) where the story is not so much about the length of God’s days or the evolu on of life on 
earth, but about the fundamental goodness of the created universe and the creatures within it, and 
especially of mankind made in the image of a loving Creator.

It is easy to convince ourselves that we will be more generous towards others when, one day, we might be 
richer in the future. It is less easy to recognise the privilege that makes us rich now and to give some of that 
away – me, money, kindness, support, skills, educa on – so that others will share in our good fortune. The 
more we give away, even if it is only an arm for a needle, perhaps the be er off we shall all be. We may be 
disappointed and frustrated that we have to wait a li le longer for the li ing of pandemic restric ons, but at 
least it buys us a li le more me to prac se that generosity, to do our bit, and to become a li le richer in 
Spirit.

As Jesus said of a different sort of needle:

“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 
than for someone who is rich to enter the Kingdom of God.”   (Luke 18:25)
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YALDING ALMSHOUSES - SHORT HISTORY BY MICHAEL STEWART

 THESE ALMSHOUSES 

 WERE ERECTED AND ENDOWED 

 BY 

THE MISSES ANN AND ELIZABETH SIMMONS 

 OF MILL PLACE YALDING 

 FOR THE USE AND BENEFIT OF 

 SIX POOR WOMEN 

 OF THE PARISH OF YALDING

ANNO DOMINI MDCCCLXIII 

Today our village is proud of its community spirit and 

volunteering for the benefit of all.  It is pleasing to report 

that it was the same in 1863.

Let’s start by telling you of the lead players.  They were Ann 

Simmons, Robert Ellis, Thomas Cutbush, Gervois 

Whitehead, all of Yalding, and George White of Hunton.  

These five were the original Trustees.  There’s no men on 

in early documents of Elizabeth Simmons whom we 

presume to be Ann’s sister. 

The site was chosen from part of a larger field then known 

as the Workhouse Field, which itself was part of the large 

farm of Court Lodge, leased, lived in and farmed by Robert 

Ellis.  The conveyance dated 6 January 1863 records that Ann 

Simmons paid £50 and Robert Ellis surrendered his 

leasehold interest in the site to her at an appor oned rent of 

5 shillings.  Immediate agreement was given to a right of way 

and access to the land from what we now know as Windmill 

Path, leading from Vicarage Road to Blunden Lane.

Things moved swi ly.  A Trust Deed was established on 30 

January 1863, by which date construc on of the building, a 

single block of six houses, had already started.  Ann 

Simmons gi ed an Endowment Fund of £6,000 (equivalent 

today to £674,000) which would produce an income of 

£180.  Sadly her Trusteeship was short‐lived as she died on 

4 March 1864.  Unfortunately, nothing has been recorded 

of her life and character beyond her evident generosity and 

public‐spiritedness.

An unanswered ques on is who paid for the construc on.  

All four gentlemen as a group?  Thomas Cutbush who had 

recently built a similar site in Maidstone’s King Street?  Or 

Robert Ellis himself?  He was a farmer of substan al wealth 

and property.  The lease he held carried a yearly rent of 

£650 (about £73,000 in today’s money).  

The array of oasts in today’s Oast Court is tes mony to the 

size of the Ellis business.  The Rules and Regula ons for 

future Almshouse tenants were precisely set out in a 

document of July 1863:

The Houses to be occupied rent free by six single women, 

widows or spinsters above the age of 50 years; one to each 

house; or by women under that age who from sickness or 

other infirmity shall be considered proper objects of the 

Charity, being Parishioners of Yalding.

Each inmate to be allowed to take a female lodger 

gratuitously, if the said Trustees shall approve of the same; 

no male person to be allowed to lodge in any of the 

Houses.

Any inmate or lodger may be removed by the Trustees if 

from misconduct or other cause such inmate or lodger 

shall have creased to be a fit object of the Charity.

The said Trustees for the me being to pay out of the 

endowment fund eight shillings on Monday in every week 

to each inmate, and one shilling on the same day to each 

lodger, and to supply to each inmate (not being a lodger) 

one ton of coals in the month of July in every year. 

Charity Commission Schemes were established in 1907 

with subsequent amendments in 1937, 1975 and 2004, all 

of which have regulated the way in which the Trust is 

operated.  These included introducing the concept of the 

residents paying a contribu on, now commonly known as 

the weekly Maintenance Contribu on, and broadening the 

eligibility of residents beyond the Parish of Yalding but 

retaining a Yalding connec on.

Major refurbishment schemes have been carried out in the 

past 25 years in keeping with modern requirements for 

safety and comfort.  Sound financial management of the 

Trust’s funds over many years have enabled such 

improvements to be made as well as maintaining separate 

funds for those In Need or In Sickness.

I’m indebted to Donald Troup for his painstaking research 

on the history of the Almshouses, and all recent Trustees 

and residents are extremely indebted to him for his 

informed contribu ons and efficiency as Trustee and 

Treasurer for over 24 years un l to his recent re rement.
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YALDING POST OFFICE
High Street, Yalding

Kent, ME18 6HS

01622 814327

Opening hours: 09.00 ‐ 13.00; 14.00 ‐ 17.30

Early Closing Wednesday & Saturday
www.yaldingpostoffice.weebly.com  

Tim’s Regular Reminders
 

● Please observe Covid rules, while s ll in force, for your 
own safety ‐ and mine too!

● We offer all main PO postal & basic banking services, 

plus phone and energy meter top‐ups, fishing licences, 

Moneygram, Health Lo ery etc etc.

● EU Parcels need a correctly completed customs label

● Foreign Currencies. We stock Euros and US $, and can 

order other currencies, as you plan your trip abroad.

● New stamp sets: Dennis and Gnasher and Wild Coasts 

collec ons. Other Philately products in stock or can be 

ordered on request.

● Post Office Card A/cs. The DWP ceases all payment to 

these a/cs in Nov 2021. You will need a standard bank 

account.

● The Post Office Gi  Card is an ideal gi  for that person 

hard to buy for. They can be used at pre y much every 

major retailer in the UK and online.   See us for details. 

 

Shop and local produce
Croissants and other pastries are back on sale again 

(Saturdays only) as the baker has now moved home and got 

his new kitchen up to speed.

You can  pre‐order Sourdough bread from Coxheath bakery 

and purchase the rest of their range here.

Cold drinks, unique gree ngs cards by local ar sts, Yalding 

honey, Joan’s jams, Bit Spicy curry mixes, hand‐made fabric 

items, sta onery, Yalding mugs, fresh eggs from local 

chickens, Loddington Farm fruit juices, Oakapple Farm fresh 

produce ‐ All in stock now.

What of the PO future here in Yalding?
The honest answer is that we don’t know. We fear that we 

will be paid less for doing the same work making  income so 

small, that Yalding will no longer be viable due to the Post 

Office cu ng our pay later in the year. 

“HORIZON” scandal update
The Horizon public inquiry may be given Statutory status, 
with powers to compel witnesses to cooperate. That could 
shed light into some very dark places. 

If you aren’t familiar with the Horizon case, do visit 
www.PostOfficeTrial.com and look for the “Start Here” link.  
If you’re in a hurry, search for “What's this all about?” for an 
answer in 400 words.. 

It’s some story. The website belongs to a former BBC 
journalist, Nick Wallis, and is crowd funded.

The Horizon case has been aired on TV and debated in 
Parliament, where it was described as "one of the most 
widespread miscarriages in the UK this century" and as 
"a na onal scandal". 

We hope all vic ms of this scandal will be exonerated and 
paid fair compensa on.

As yet, nobody at the Post Office has had to face any 
charges of wrongdoing whatsoever.

From Magazine Treasurer ‐ a Fiver for our Funds

You remember the small white envelopes we sent out 

earlier in the year?

Thank you to all who have already responded.

Tim is s ll accep ng small white envelopes for us

 ‐ or indeed any other envelope that may come to hand!
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WI IN YALDING - WE'RE BACK!

We are delighted to re‐start Yalding W.I. in September this 

year.  The new commi ee is Victoria Short (President), 

Claire Morrison (Vice‐President), 

Kelly Woods (Secretary) and Julie Porter (Treasurer). 

We would like to start by thanking the previous commi ee 

for their hard work and dedica on and we hope that you 

will join us as we go forward.

We have lots of ideas for this new incarna on of the WI 

and we are really excited to share these with you.

Some people have preconcep ons that the WI is just for a 

mature lady, however we are keen that our WI has 

members from all stages of life and make it accessible and 

interes ng to all.

Alongside the tradi onal ac vi es, such as baking, jam 

making, flower arranging and darts we are also keen to 

introduce our members to new ac vi es such as candle 

making, food and wine tas ng, theatre trips and art 

lessons.  

Together we are so keen for skills and ideas to be 

exchanged and swapped – perhaps you don’t know how to 

knit or use instagram, let us help you and find members to 

support you.

We are also really keen to work with chari es that are 

supported by the WI and developing ideas for how we can 

benefit our local community and suppor ng local events. 

Our first mee ng is on Tuesday 14th September at 7.30pm 

in the village hall.  We are planning for this to be a social 

event where we can all meet and share ideas and maybe a 

glass of fizz!

Even if you thought that the WI wasn’t for you, why not 

come along and give us a try?!  If you can, let us know if 

you will be a ending by commen ng and following us on 

our new facebook page 

Yalding and Laddingford WI

We can’t wait to meet you all!        Victoria

YALDING ART GROUP

WWW.YALDINGARTGROUP.WEEBLY.COM

We're back crea ng every week!

As we are such a small group at the moment, we can meet under the 

6 in a house rule which has been absolutely lovely.  I've so missed the 

exchanging of ideas and seeing everyone ge ng enthuias c about 

art once again.  The sun has even made an appearance and we take 

our well earned refreshment break on the decking by the river so we 

can admire the swans and their five cygnets. Very proud parents they 

are although, I have a feeling it might just be cupboard love!

Debbie has been busy throughout the pandemic pos ng her art on 

June Chapman Art facebook page.  She has kept us all on our toes!

Here is a very appropriately named Rainbow Bird ‐ I've seen so many 

rainbows since the pandemic began, but none as beau ful as this 

one.

We have started on our themes again and we did get distracted with 

pain ng stones, but we are now midway through studying Annie 

Soudain who is a wonderful linocut ar st.  We are working on our 

own Soudain landscapes in acryllic and next month I'm sure I will 

share a couple with you.

As we are full at the moment, I cannot accept any extra budding 

ar sts, but fingers crossed, when the limita ons end, we will be able 

to.   We meet term me only, so I am hoping to be able to welcome 

more ar sts from September.    June
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A handyman is required at The Almshouses, Yalding.  

The clerk would be pleased to hear from anyone with 

general skills interested in quo ng for ad hoc work at 

the Almshouses.        

email:  deannkember@gmail.com.

Applica ons close 31st July 2021

NEWS FROM LITTLE VENICE

May ‐ cold, wet and windy.  June ‐ gloriously hot and 

sunny.  What will July bring? I have to say that Li le Venice 

is looking pre y darn good right now.  The trees are in full 

leaf and everywhere I look, the flowers are glorious.  

Last me I wrote, Mummy and Daddy swan were si ng on 

eggs.  Five hatched and amazingly, five cygnets are s ll 

alive.  They are growing fast, but are s ll so cute.  There are 

several broods of ducklings, ranging from 3 to 6. Naturally, 

they are all hungry and their mums know where to find me!  

Two of my Indian Runner ducks have disappeared, but I'm 

sure they will be back when other food resources dry up.  

As lockdown eases we can now eat and drink inside the 

club.  Bingo is on Monday night and 'Chase the Lady' every 

Tuesday and Thursday.  

Why not just pop in, have a drink and say hello.  If you are 

new to Li le Venice, it's a good way to meet new friends.  

The postroom houses lots of books you can borrow and 

several large jigsaw puzzles.  Feel free to borrow whatever 

you fancy.  There are o en DVDs there as well.  

I have previously men oned the flagpoles sca ered around 

the park.  I spo ed a new one flying recently ‐ that's the 

spirit.  It would be nice to see a few more popping up.  

That's it for this month ‐ hopefully things will begin to get 

livelier.  

Please con nue to stay safe.  Sally

WANTED: A HANDYMAN 

BRENDA'S MYELOMA CHARITY LUNCH 
Originally I planned to hold this event in 2020 to raise funds 

for the Myeloma Cancer Charity in memory of my son 

Marcus who died of this awful disease in December 2019. 

But then we had Lockdown and Distancing, and even now 

we s ll can't se le the moment to re‐arrange this event.

 Many of you very kindly bought ckets in advance.  

As so much me has now passed, I feel obliged to offer to 

refund money, especially to those who bought ckets for 

cash at the Post Office. 

Please contact me at bjstewart12@hotmail.com or on 

01622 814018.

Many thanks ‐ Brenda Stewart 

PPG: PATIENT PARTICIPATION 
Walking Group on Monday 5th July at 2pm

We plan to restart our Walking Group. This will be a short 

gentle walk to Tea Pot Island where you can stop and 

enjoy a cuppa and a chat. We plan to hold these walks on 

alternate Monday a ernoons therea er.  

If you would like to join the group, please contact Jenny 
Scott on 01892 459041. 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
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VERITY, AGE 7, WRITES TO OUR BOROUGH COUNCIL...

POPUP CAFE

Laddingford: Cleavesland
Tuesday 8th June
Tuesday 6th July

Tuesday 3rd August
Tuesday 31st August

Tuesday 28th September

10.30 – 12.30 

Come and get together with old friends and new.  Have a cuppa and a delicious slice of 
cake. We’ll have all sorts of local informa on available 

or you can just come for a chat.
Please help us to spread the word.  Everyone welcome ... see you soon!

We will be opera ng under Government Guidance with Covid‐19 measures in place if necessary, 
so you are able to relax in a safe environment.

 
Charity Number: 212796

Well done Verity  and good for you to take 
Maidstone Borough Council to task.  We all want to 
see our countryside looking clean and beautiful, so 
asking them to clean it up was a very good thing to 
do.   Editor

Dear Verity,

Thankyou for your le er about the li er along the 
A228.

Because of coronavirus we haven't been able to clean 
the roads as o en as we usually would.  We are now 
catching up, but I don't have a date yet for when we 
will be cleaning this one.  It takes a bit longer to plan 
cleaning a very busy road like the A228 because the 
cars and lorries go very fast, so we have to have a lot 
of safety equipment to make sure the cleaners are 
safe.

I am sorry your journey to school along Whetsted 
Road isn't as nice as it should be.  It would be so much 
be er for everyone, and the wildlife if people didn't 
throw li er.

I have put one or two things for you in with this reply 
to say thank you from all the people in the waste team 
for thinking and caring about your environment.

Yours sincerely,
Maidstone Borough Council Waste Team
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The Yalding Educa onal Founda on 
has existed for many years. Its purpose 
is to encourage the educa on of the 

children and young people of our local community. 
This objec ve is pursued in several ways. 

Each year the YEF sponsors Spoken English compe ons 
in the primary schools of Yalding, Laddingford and Collier 
Street. Also, when funds allow, the Founda on sponsors 
each school to take the older pupils on a ‘cultural or 
educa onal’ experience.

Finally, scholarships are available to assist in the Higher 
Educa on of pupils of these local Primary Schools. The 
scholarships are annual, for up to three years of a 
University or College course. 

To qualify, students must have a ended one of the local 
Primary Schools men oned above for a minimum of two  
years and be aged over 18 years.

If you qualify, please take the me to apply. The 
scholarships typically average £100 to £300 depending on 
the number of applicants and the funds available.

Applicants should state which Primary School they 
a ended and when; brief details of the University or 
College course they are following and their home and 
term me address. Applica ons must be signed by the 
applicant. 

If an email address is included, you will receive an 
acknowledgement of receipt of the applica on and a date 
by which the Trustees will be assessing applica ons so 
that awards can be paid. 

Apply now, by le er only, for the academic year 
2021/2022 and send to:

Gary Atkins
Clerk to the Founda on
Hawthorns
Laddingford
Kent
ME18 6BP

Closing date: September 30th 2021.

YALDING EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR

HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS
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THE CHEQUERS INN

THE STREET

LADDINGFORD

KENT

ME18 6BP

01622 871266

We were really pleased to resume our ladies evenings last month and it was so lovely to see so many of 
you returning after such a long time.  A fine summer’s evening meant that we were able to sit outside and 
enjoy a good catch up with friends and family.  We worked out that the last Ladies evening was in 
November 2019 — what a long time ago! 

The next Ladies night will be either 20 or 21 July. 

We’re hoping to have a bit of entertainment from The Roaring 20s jazz band.  
Please check our website or social media to see which date is confirmed.

Similarly we were delighted to welcome the Popup Cafe back to Laddingford. The volunteers had kept in 
touch with many of us during the lockdowns and had provided “goody bags” with newsletters, well being 
tips and gifts to people who had usually attended the mornings.  Dates have been set for the rest of the 
year which are listed elsewhere in this magazine.

Our afternoon teas are still proving popular and can be enjoyed here with friends or as a takeaway on our 
attractive takeout display stands.  Please book at least 24 hours in advance.

We all hope the Covid regulations will be further relaxed over the next few weeks and months and we will 
be able to hold a good programme of events to entertain you.  Currently we have the following pencilled in 
but please do check with us nearer the dates for confirmation.

PROVISIONAL DIARY OF EVENTS FOR JULY & AUGUST

6 10.30 Pop Up Cafe at Cleavesland Green

14 flexi Weald of Kent Morris

17 47pm Live music from The Mad Stones

20 or 21 69pm Ladies evening with entertainment from the band The Roaring 20s

1 August 4pm Big Band Jazz and Afternoon Tea – preorder afternoon tea

7 August to 4pm Transport & Train Day with model trains, classic cars and stationery engines

Tracey and Charles
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Join our Laddingford 
Family!

Do you know anyone 
looking for a Primary School 
place? We s ll have a limited 
number of spaces in some 
year groups – please give us 
a call to enquire.

Thank you to everyone who 
a ended our virtual open 
events in November, if you 
missed these but would s ll 
like to know more about the 
school please get in touch 
with us via the school office 
email address below. We 
would be happy to have a 
chat with you, via phone or 
video call and to share some 
videos with you to give you a 
flavour of our school. 

Our school website has lots 
of informa on too, including 
a virtual tour video on the 
‘admissions’ page; 

www.laddingford.kent.sch.uk

Headteacher:
Mrs Gemma Hitch

Laddingford St Mary’s Primary

Darman Lane, Laddingford, 

ME186BL

01622 871270

office@laddingford.kent.sch.uk

Find Us on Social Media

@LaddingfordCEP

Laddingford Primary School News
What did we do before technology?

I am writing this amidst a few technological challenges, which I very much hope 
by the time you read this will be resolved! We haven’t had access to any of our 
electronic files for nearly two weeks now due to a data outage issue with our 
service provider. It has led to rather a testing time as we revert back to old way 
of working, such as sending out paper newsletters, which once upon a time 
worked seamlessly and yet now feels rather clunky!

It takes more than IT problems to dampen our spirits however, the sun has been 
shining and the children have been learning and growing – I’m sure they grow 
quicker when the sun is out! What a joy it has been to see children over on the 
field again at lunchtime, running and playing in that wonderful big open space. 

We made it to PGL back in May (in less sunshiny conditions is must be said!) and 
the children had a wonderful time. Challenges were faced fears were conquered 
and as always our children delighted and impressed us.

(“PGL” aka “Parents Get Lost” for the uninitiated)

As we look towards the summer it seems that we will have another year of 
events without the wider involvement of the community, sports day and such 
like will be in school events rather than parent events, but we will seek to have 
as much fun as possible none the less and ensure that our children do not miss 
out on any of those wonderful primary school memories. 

This our last magazine entry before the summer I believe so I will wish you a 
wonderful time and look forward to updating you with our news in the new 
school year.

Mrs Hitch



Y & L Parish Magazine July Page 13

Yalding St Peter and 
St Paul CEP School

Yalding School is a friendly 
and successful school. We 
have a unique setting with 
engaging, bright and 
inspiring classrooms  and 
extensive outdoor learning 
spaces. 

Our vision is to provide a 
caring and engaging learning 
environment which nurtures 
the wellbeing and 
aspirations of all members of 
the school community.

Our mission is to develop 
learners who are curious, 
motivated, creative, co
operative, persevering and 
independent. 

Our school website has lots 
of information, including a 
short film and virtual tour 
video on the Home page. 

www.yalding.kent.sch.uk

Headteacher:
Mrs Sarah Friend

Yalding St Peter and St Paul
CEP School,

Vicarage Road, Yalding,
ME18 6DP

01622 814298

office@yalding.kent.sch.uk

Find Us on Facebook

Yalding School News

Year 6 trip

On a very wild and windy day in May, Year 6 
visited Reculver for a Geography field trip.  
Despite the weather, the children really 
enjoyed their first school trip in many months. 
This visit enhanced their project by enabling 
them to explore the coastline, look at beach 
wildlife and learn about rock formation and 
erosion.  

Getting out and about

In July, Year 2 are heading off on a trip to Port 
Lympne and Year 6 are spending a week at 
Marchant’s Hiill PGL Centre in Hindhead, Surrey.   
The residential will be a great opportunity for them 
to challenge themselves and increase their 
independence before going to Secondary School.

 Mrs. S. Friend Headteacher

More Forest School sessions

Forest schools continues to be very popular, with 
our Year R having their sessions before the half 
term break and Year 1 looking forward to their turn 
during June and early July. 

The children learn about natural resources; using 
hand tools; and the safety needed while around a 
campfire.

Hot chocolate, at the end of sessions, has been a 
definite bonus. 

Year R have started Balanceability lessons – which 
help them to build core strength and balance.  This 
will benefit them enormously when they are ready 
to remove the stabilisers from their bikes at home. 

Sporting activities

Year 6 enjoyed a new and unusual sport – 
Bubble Football.

This involved them wearing a transparent 
“bubble”, over the top half of their body, and 
then playing football.  Many children fell over, 
after bumping in to each other, but luckily 
they all had a soft landing. 
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TESTON & WATERINGBURY PRESCHOOL

YALDING PRESCHOOL

We con nue this term learning about mini beasts and 

enjoyed watching our ny caterpillars change into 

beau ful bu erflies which we happily released into our 

garden.  It is near the end of our school year, and we are 

all incredibly sad  to say goodbye to our 17 children who 

leave us to go to big school.  

We care and nurture these children for the me they are 

with us, and it is always an emo onal me for the staff, 

but we wish them all the very best for their future 

educa on. We are busy wri ng end of year reports for all 

our children, and welcoming teachers into our garden to 

meet the children joining their schools in September.  

To help with the transi oning into school we have some 

P.E. sessions arranged for this term.  It helps the school 

leavers become more independent by changing in and out 

of their P.E kits. 

To help with our fundraising, we have a ‘bags to school’ 

collec on from Teston village hall at 09.00am on 
Wednesday 7th July 2021.  

If you are having a clear out of clothes, handbags, shoes, 

belts bed linen and towels please bag 

them up and bring them along to 

Teston village hall on the Monday or 

Tuesday that week. All monies raised 

will go towards cra  material for the children. We thank 

you for your support.

As we are near the end of our school year, we must offer 

our thanks to Chris Douglass and the village hall 

commi ee for all their support in this difficult year.  With 

all the restric ons they have been so suppor ve in 

enabling us to open safely.

We would also like to thank Teston Farm shop, who 

support us throughout the year by supplying the very best 

locally produced fresh fruit for our children’s snack me.  

And finally, we would like to say goodbye to a colleague 

and friend, Louise Williams will be re ring this month 

a er being with us for 27 years!  We wish you a long and 

happy re rement.

Tina, Jo, Louise, Gill, Sara, Wendy, Anna, Molly,
Kim and Caroline

Some of the ac vi es the children of Yalding preschool enjoyed this term were 

pain ng portraits of different animals, paying a en on to the details in photographs, 

matching the animals to the right 'sec ons' depending on whether the animal had 

spots, stripes, lived in the sea or on land.   Here is a beau ful lion picture.

They also created their own number lines, prac ced number recogni on and 

prac ced wri ng out numbers in order.  We also explored colouring mixing in with 

some small world play, driving cars in the different coloured paint around the tray ‐ 

along the 'road'.   That was very enjoyable!

The lovely Mrs Nurden visited from Yalding St.Peter & St.Paul Church of England 

Primary School.  This  helps our leavers prepare for 'big' school and to meet their 

possible teacher.  It also helped prepare Mrs Nurden, so she knows ahead of me 

who will be coming to her school. 

Of course, we also liaise with all the other surrounding primary schools to give our leavers 

the best chance of se ling in September.  We wish them all the best in moving on.

We do hope everyone is enjoying the weather.  Please remember to protect your li le ones with 

a hat and sun screen.  Enjoy your summer. 

Stacy Codling ‐ Secretary ‐ Yalding (Twyford) Preschool Commi ee 

Please check out our website for further updates and informa on.

www.YaldingPreschool.co.uk | 01622 814024 | admin@yaldingPreschool.co.uk
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IT'S NEVER TOO LATE BY ALISA JAFFA

A few years ago, I realised my children didn’t need the 

intensive paren ng anymore and I felt pre y redundant. 

Great, job done (because that’s what we’re supposed to 

do)! However, it got me thinking ‐ what now? 

I came to the conclusion it was a wonderful opportunity to 

reinvent myself and learn something new ‐ but what? 

It was at this juncture and just by chance, a friend 

introduced me to the medium of glass and for someone 

who is greatly influenced by colours, I was completely in 

awe and wanted to learn more about kiln‐formed glass. 

A few workshops (and lots of YouTubing!) later, I started 

experimen ng at home with my own kiln ‐ mainly 

successes and a few disasters but what’s great about glass 

is that nothing goes to waste.

A couple of years on, I felt the need to share my passion 

and started running small group workshops from my home 

and got a real buzz from watching others create beau ful 

things whilst having a bit of ‘me’ me. 

I haven’t been able to run workshops during the pandemic 

and have very much missed the interac on with such 

interes ng, crea ve people but I have managed to start up 

again.

Around the same me I started my glass workshops, I also 

indulged in a few singing lessons and subsequently, Open 

Mic nights (which were terrifying). When I realised I could 

hold a tune, I formed a band called The Mad Stones 

performing funk, rock, pop, ska covers ‐ as it was something 

that I’d been thinking about doing (albeit subconsciously) 

for quite a while. A er many audi ons and rehearsals, we 

got a few lucky breaks and started gigging and were invited 

to The George in Yalding as well as The Chequers Inn in 

Laddingford. 

I was extremely nervous but my confidence grew as me 

went on and I love watching people having a good me. 

It’s a fantas c learning experience and borne out of that, I 

started wri ng my own songs during the lockdown periods 

which included a song about colours called Hologram. 

At the beginning of this year, I was drawn to wri ng a song 

about friendship which is currently very apt and I asked 

people in our community via the Nextdoor App what 

friendship means to them. 

I was inundated with responses and I have used this 

material to help me write the song which I intend to share 

with everyone once it is finished. 

My dream is to perform my songs live one day. The 

Chequers, who are great supporters of live music, have 

invited us back to perform on Sunday 18th July around 

4pm. I have missed gigging and can’t wait to see people 

singing and dancing again. Please come if you can.

So, you see, it’s never too late to embark on something new 

and finding those windows of opportunity. You’ll never be 

able to learn everything but you can definitely enjoy the 

journey.  

                                                                                                    Alisa

I'm sure Alisa's story will encourage readers who are at a crossroads to find that something which is enjoyable and gives 
them pleasure.  As they say, one door closes, another opens.  If you have a story you would like to share with us, please 
contact mag@yaldingchurches.co.uk  

The Mad Stones at play!

Working hard at the glass workshop.
www.glassalisa.co.uk
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Yalding Parish Council
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Yalding Parish Council
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YALDING LIBRARY

Adin Coates House

High Street

Yalding, Kent

ME18 6HU

Sadly s ll closed due to Covid‐19 restric ons

   Calling all children aged 4 to 11 …
It’s that me of year again – the Summer Reading Challenge 2021 is here! 

It starts on 10 July and this year’s exci ng theme is:

The organisers have joined forces with the World Wildlife Fund for a very special nature‐themed challenge designed to 

inspire ways of helping to save our beau ful planet. Join on‐line or in libraries to team up with six Wild World Heroes in 

Wilderville and help them make their town a be er place for all the animals and people who live there. 

Read six books over the summer and you can earn some amazing rewards and discover plenty of ideas for taking care of 

our environment. 

Can’t decide what to read? Easy! Just go to:  www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk and click on the Book Sorter tab at 

the top of the page. Now click on the images of things that you like, add your age and the Book Sorter will come up with all 

sorts of ideas for books that other children have enjoyed and recommended. 

You can also go to the Wild World Heroes Book Collec on on the home page to find lots of ideas for all ages, from picture 

books, to early readers and longer chapter books for older readers. Here are some sugges ons that I really liked the look of 

‐ but you can read whatever takes your fancy …

Meet the Oceans – by Caryl Hart and Bethan Woollvin

SPLOOOOSH! We’re off on an exci ng underwater adventure in a submarine to meet the oceans and seas of our blue 

planet. Join in the rhymes and get ready to spot all the smiley‐faced, friendly oceans, from the Atlan c and deep Pacific to 

the sparkling Mediterranean.

Billy and the Mini Monsters: Monsters Go Camping – by Zanna Davidson and Melanie Williamsom

It’s Billy’s school camping trip. His worst nightmare is having to go to the toilet in the DARK. What if he gets lost in the 

SCARY WOODS? What if there are WEREWOLVES? Or BEARS? The Mini Monsters decide to brush up on their camping skills 

and come along too, just in case Billy needs their help.

Max Takes a Stand – by Tim Allman and Nick Shepherd

Max is on a quest to make the world a be er place. From hiding his parents’ car keys to preparing vegan dinners, Max is 

determined to help save the planet through posi ve direct ac on! With hilarious and o en disastrous results, can Max’s 

enthusiasm pay off in the end?

There are loads more fun ac vi es and games online too, so why not join the challenge and get reading?!

You can do it! You definitely can!                                        Julie
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Following 3 months of inac vity the club returned to training and then matches with many new members having joined. 

The new u7 and u8 sides played their first matches and despite losing these the sheer enjoyment on the player’s faces was 

immeasurable.  The u10 had new members and were able to rotate their squad to give more players games and this is 

probably the most enthusias c group with none of them wan ng to end training. 

Compe vely the Eagles won their league and the Falcons can win the league if they avoid defeat on Sunday. The u18s in 

their last season of youth football finished runners above and they now move up to become the men’s reserve side.  Most 

importantly all players enjoyed themselves and have improved. As we move towards a new season we are looking for new 

coaches – no experience needed just a desire to work with the players in order for them to improve. Anybody who wishes 

to become a coach the club will finance the training courses and provides mentors. 

We now move onto summer tournaments which for the minis is an exci ng new format.  Training will con nue through 

the summer ready for September where we will field 11 sides also u lising the new goals at the Jubilee field. On 12th/

13th of June the club will have a work party sprucing up the pavilion at the Kintons.

New members always welcome.

Steve Faulkner

YALDING & LADDINGFORD FOOTBALL CLUB

Hot and thirsty work ‐ but we 
now have brilliant white pavilion 
‐ thankyou to all the volunteers 
who brightened up our day!
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Results
The Under 15s have continued their 
excellent start to the season, winning 
all five of their opening games. They 
still have tricky matches against Kings 
Hill and Sevenoaks Vine, but it has 
been a truly impressive start to the 
year. 

In contrast, the senior league team 
have had a mixed bag of results: two 
cancellations, two losses, and one 
excellent victory against Rainham. We 
need a few wins to avoid relegation, 
but there are still plenty of games left 
in the calendar (see below). 

The joint venture with Capel for our Under 11s is still 
going well: they have won four out of five matches 
under the Yalding captain Ben Perch. There are some 
great players coming through. 

In their one game so far, the Yalding Old Boys (YOBz) 
handsomely beat Marden Saints on their amazing 
new ground. 

If you would like to see results for all the teams, go to 
https://yalding.playcricket.com/

Pavilion renovation
In June we had a big push to make the pavilion 
habitable. Plumbing and electrics were restored to all 
parts of the building, ceilings replaced, and the whole 
building painted inside and out. 

The project was initiated and overseen by Steve 
Faulkner of the football club, and special thanks are 
due to him, Chris (electrics), Courtney (plumbing) and 
Paul (plastering). 

Thanks to everyone else from both the football and 
cricket clubs who gave up their free weekend time to 
help out. There are too many to mention by name, but 
we won’t forget your help. 

We all know this is a temporary measure. The sports 
clubs in the village desperately need new facilities, 
but these efforts have at least made sure that we 
have somewhere much more welcoming for both 
clubs over the next couple of years. 

The new net
We officially opened the new net last month. The 
groundsteam of Roy, Paul and Keith (pictured  Kevin 
absent due to pressing golf commitments) were 
presented with their “Clubmen of the Year” trophy in 
recognition of their outstanding dedication. 

Thanks (again) to them all; without 
them, we would not be able to play 
this brilliant game. 

Training and playing 
Normal training has now resumed. 
Anyone wanting to find out more about 
playing or training with the club can 
come down to the Kintons every 
Saturday morning from 10am and find 
out how to get involved. Martin will be 
there. 

To preserve the ground, Saturday 
morning training will be limited to 

youth (U15s) and children’s practice. Seniors will train 
on weekday evenings, usually Tuesdays: please 
contact Martin on martin.tripp.cricket@gmail.com or 
call him on 07961 100389 to find out more. 

We are ALWAYS keen to talk to potential players, of 
whatever age, experience, or skill, so please feel free 
to get in touch. 

Games for July & August
Senior league games are at 1.30pm on Saturdays. 
Home matches will be at the Kintons on 24th July vs 
Tenterden, 14th August vs Gravesend and 28th 
August vs Rodmersham. We also have a friendly 
game vs Town Malling at the Kintons on Sunday 15th 
August. 

Under 15 games are on Sundays, at 2pm. Remaining 
fixtures are 4th July vs Holmesdale; and 11th July vs 
Offham. 

CRICKET NEWS
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OUR STAND-IN BLUNDEN'S BEECH BY ALISON CRESSWELL

Many people will have passed the stone plaque on the wall of Windmill House by the green in Yalding. It features 

this sonnet wri en by the poet Siegfried Sassoon about his friend Edmund Blunden, who spent many of his 

forma ve years in our parish, and even briefly a ended the Grammar School on the other side of the village 

green. 

Both Blunden and Sassoon referred to their friendship as ‘flawless’, and indeed, despite a brief estrangement, it 

lasted from the me of their mee ng in 1919 to Sassoon’s death in 1967. 

It was certainly the most enduring and deepest of the friendships in Sassoon’s life – he was notoriously difficult 

and easily offended. Both men originated from Kent, in fact from adjacent parishes, Blunden from Yalding, and 

Sassoon from Ma ield. 

They were both poets, cri cs and men of le ers, but what they also had in common was an abiding passion for 

the game of cricket and their horror of war, resul ng from their appalling experiences in the trenches. 

The poem, wri en in 1939,  refers to a par cular beech tree on Sassoon's Heytesbury estate in Wiltshire which he 

fancifully imagines to be 'Blunden's Beech', and which he thinks of as containing the spirit  or  'genius' of his 

friend. 

The plaque was placed on the green in 2001 and unveiled by John Stuart Roberts, Sassoon's biographer.

The copper beech tree adjacent to the plaque dates back to the Queen's Corona on in 1953 and was planted to 

commemorate that event by the oldest person in the village at the me, 99 year old Dick Adams. 

Sadly it is not the tree of the poem, but 'borrowed' for its convenient loca on.

We may have a substitute Blunden's Beech tree, 
but we love it all the same!  

I named it Blunden's Beech; and no one knew
That this — of local beeches — was the best.
Remembering lines by Clare, I'd sometimes rest
Contentful on the cushioned moss that grew
Between its roots. Finches, a flitting crew,
Chirped their concerns. Wiltshire, from east to west
Contained my tree. And Edmund never guessed
How he was there with me till dusk and dew.

Thus, fancyfree from ownership and claim,
The mind can make its legends live and sing
And grow to be the genius of some place.
And thus, where sylvan shadows held a name,
The thought of Poetry will dwell, and bring
To summer's idyll an unheeded grace.
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THE COOKING POT BY HARI COVERT
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Maidstone 01622 962646
Staplehurst 01580 891079
Mobile 07986 843903
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“Simply the Best”

The Old Forge Cattery

Luxury boarding cattery
in Laddingford

Contact Sandy King
on 01622 871330

 
Email:   Cats@theoldforgecattery.co.uk
Website: www.theoldforgecattery.co.uk
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DessoMech Bike Repairs 
A common sense and affordable approach to

bike servicing and repairs
Doorstep collection and delivery

07598 225195
dessomech@icloud.com
 www.DessoMech.com
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Steeped in history, 
our pub was built in 1492

Originally a Yeoman’s house 
it became a pub in the 19th century. 

Now a tradi onal pub, log fires & oak beams
Cask ales, delicious wines 

and over 40 gins. 

Friendly & efficient service. 

Open for wholesome lunches & 
suppers

 Tradi onal and modern fayre.

01622 814266
WalnutTreePubYalding.co.uk   

Phillips & Painter Ltd
All aspects of Brickwork & General Building

Small works to New Builds

Established in 1983

GARY      or       JOHN
Call 07876 243198 or 07799 691449

01622 813387

phillipsandpainterltd@googlemail.com
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D.K. Plastering
Plastering Contractor

All Work Carried Out
at reasonable prices

Call David on Mobile
07974 891 795
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Atmosclear Building Services Ltd
Forstal Business Park, Paddock Wood TN12 6PY

Kitchen & Bathroom Design 
Supply & maintenance of Heating, 

Ventilation,  Refrigeration and 
AirConditioning systems

e: sales@Atmosclear.biz / w: www.Atmosclear.biz
t: 01622 816 820

OFSTED Approved Childminder
20 years experience

has vacancies for children from 3 months upwards
in a comfortable family se ng in Yalding 

Call Angela on 01622 814488
or email Wya ‐g@sky.com
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TRADITIONAL AWARD WINNING
VILLAGE INN

Good Quality Value for Money Menu
Real Ales, Selection of Wines

During COVID restrictions we offer
Our Take Away Menu &

Delicious Takeaway Afternoon Teas

Delivery may be possible in the Parish
for vulnerable or self isolating customers

Updates online and 
on Facebook:  @chequersladdingford

The Bush, Blackbird and Thrush
Your local 15th Century Pub and Restaurant

We are pleased to offer you:

Home cooked quality food, served lunchtime and evenings
Large beer garden and ample parking

Large Open Fireplace
Real Ales straight from the barrel

A fine selection of Lagers, Spirits and Wines

Quiz Nights on Tuesday Evenings
Warm and friendly atmosphere

Traditional Bat and Trap during summer evenings.
Disabled facilities

Functions and Events can be catered for.

Telephone: 01622 871349
Bush Road, East Peckham TN12 5LN
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C Ladbrooke Local Qualified Electrician
All types of Electrical work undertaken

Free Estimates
24 Hour Call Out

Fully Insured
Call Chris on 07860 181406

Skincare specialist offering aesthetic 
and holistic treatments and massage. 

Visit the Nail & Brow bar at 
Barsleys Department Store

or the salon in 
Putlands Leisure Centre Paddock Wood TN12 6NZ 

Contact Helen to book an appointment 
or arrange a no obligation consultation 

to discuss treatments that will benefit you.

T: 07724 026 964      e: info@kch.life
https://kch.life
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Group, private and 1 2 1 classes 
Covid safe, by Zoom and in Yalding

Yoga promotes 
Physical and Mental Wellbeing
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J L Buttigieg Tree Services

Tree Surgery Hedge Cutting
Landscaping Grass Cutting
Fencing and more,

 
Yalding based Fully qualified and Insured

Free No Obligation quotes Year round Callout

Call Josh on 07718 592354
jlbtreeservices@gmail.com
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SCAFFOLDING
MT Scaffolding Services

Please call Mark for a free quotation on
01892 825848 / 07770 947888

Local professional business, with old fashioned core values

Very compe ve pricing providing a reliable service

Fully qualified and insured with over 30 years' experience

Residen al & Commercial Premises

Yalding Village Hall
All functions and Activities can be booked.

Kitchen available
Contact booking officer by email SueGerrish@gmail.com

(preferred), or phone 01622 814163

Children aged 2  4 years old

Yalding Village Hall, Lyngs Close
Running Monday through to Friday

01622 814024

admin@yaldingPreschool.co.uk
Charity number 1052236

Julia F. Russell
Body Control Pilates Instructor 
01622 813550 ‐ julia_russell21@yahoo.co.uk

I'm delighted to announce a new 

Pilates Classical Mat class
star ng September 2021 at the Bap st Hall

Mondays 9.45 – 11.00am.  New clients are warmly welcome

My Weekly Zoom classes con nue every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday morning 

 BODY CONTROL PILATES
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Pre‐School based in Teston Village Hall

Open from 09.00am – 2.30pm Monday to Friday 
Op onal early morning drop offs at 08.30am

Quality pre‐school care and educa on since 1966
Ages 2 years to School age.

15 hours free en tlement for 3 & 4 year olds
Approved provider of the ‘Free for 2’ funding scheme

Extended 30 hour en tlement available

All fully qualified staff

Ac vi es tailored to each child ensured my child was 
ready for school in a way I could not have done myself

(Mum of a 4 year old)

Enquiries to: Tina Driver – 07805 796353

or email – tandwngroup@gmail.com

www.testonandwateringburypreschool.co.uk

IKD Kitchens and Bedrooms
Design – Manufacture – Installation

Local showroom:
6 Woodfalls Industrial Estate

Laddingford, ME18 6DA

Telephone: 01622 871190
Mobile:  07932 797576

 Email: info@ikdint.co.uk
Website: www.ikdint.co.uk

Dragon Property Maintenance Services
Your local handyman based in

Yalding
Experts in all aspects of Garden and

Property Maintenance

See our website for details or call

01622 814854 / 07704 501438
www.dragonpmservices.co.uk
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Ani ta ’s  A l t e ra t ions
Breathe new life into your wardrobe

From taking up a hem to reshaping a jacket
Swift and professional service

Call Anita on 01622 813460 or 07956 647614

Yalding Parent, Baby & Toddler Group
Weekly informal get together for all preschool ages and their carers

Term time Wednesdays 9.30am to 12 noon
Yalding Baptist Church

Just pop in and ask for Joanna, Katie or Sarah

Call 01622 934468 for more info

Violin lessons with Rosemary Hinton 
Dip ABRSM, BMus Hons, LRAM 

One to one lessons 
  for all ages and abilities! 

 Mobile: 07850 230 873 

 or Email:  RoseHintonViolin@gmail.com 

PIANO LESSONS
 

 For Children & Adults  Beginners to Grade 8 

MARJORIE AYLING BA Hons., FTCL, ARCM.
 T: 01892 835702  E: MarjorieAyling@outlook.com 
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PADDOCK WOOD & DISTRICT LIONS
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CHURCH CONTACTS
Vicar ‐ Father Paul Kish..................................01622 814182
Vicar@YaldingChurches.co.uk
Curate: Rev'd Lisa Cornell
Curate@YaldingChurches.co.uk

Churchwardens..............................................01892 730910
Jeremy Tenison‐Smith
PCC Treasurer ...............................................01622 817919
treasurer@yaldingchurches.co.uk
Joint Parish Giving Officers
Joy & Jonathan Virden ..................................01622 814509

Junior Church
Rachel Curley.................................................01622 814159
Bellringers
Richard Young................................................01732 669782
Choir
Daniel Sharman.............................................01892 723884

RC Church of St.Francis..................................01622 756217
Yalding Bap st Church
Rachel Bushnell.............................................01622 817337
Carol Featherstone........................................01622 812838
Li le Fishes 
Rachel Bushnell.............................................01622 817337
rachbush75@hotmail.co.uk
Churchyard Working Party ("The Vandals")
Paul Mahoney................................................01622 814369
Yalding Church Preserva on Society
Peter Chapman..............................................07973 839266

EDUCATION
Yalding School Head
Mrs Sarah Friend ...........................................01622 814298
PTA:  Emma Peske
chair@YaldingPTA.co.uk
Laddingford School Head
Mrs Gemma Hitch..........................................01622 871270

Yalding Library ...............................................01622 817735
Yalding Pre‐School.........................................01622 814024
admin@yaldingpreschool.co.uk
Yalding Parent & Toddler Playgroup
Joanna Geary ................................................01622 964468

HELPING HANDS
Volunteer transport for medical appointments
Jenny G 01622 817439    Jane........................01622 814002
Jenny S 01892 459041    Barbara ...................01622 814038

PARISH COUNCIL
Chair: Geraldine Brown..................................01622 814222
chairman@yaldingparishcouncil.gov.uk
Clerk: Angela Gent.........................................01622 814134
clerk@yaldingparishcouncil.gov.uk

GOVT & LOCAL COUNCIL REPS
MP:  Helen.Grant.mp@parliament.gov.uk
KCC:  Simon.Webb@kent.gov.uk
Cllr: David Burton...........................................07590 229910
Cllr: Annabelle Blackmore..............................01622 833299
Cllr: Claudine Russell.....................................To be advised  

DOCTOR  (NHS 111 non-emergency)
Burgess Bank Surgery ....................................01622 814380
Friends of Yalding Surgery
Elaine Andrews..............................................01622 816951
PPG ‐ James Guillum Sco .............................01892 730308

POLICE
Emergency......................................................999                  
Maidstone Rural.............................................101                  
RSPCA Cruelty Line........................................0300 1234 999
RIVER BAILIFF
Bill Bird..........................................................07568 183185

VILLAGE HALLS
Yalding V. Hall Bookings.................................01622 814163
Yalding Post Office.........................................01622 814327
Youth & Community Centre ..........................01622 815498
Laddingford Church Hall bookings ................01622 873450
Yalding Church Rooms (Clare)........................01622 814027

CLUBS & ASSOCIATIONS
Allotments: Susanna Barnwell.......................01622 813309
Art Group: June Chapman.............................01622 817324
Bee Keepers: Chris Morris.............................07855 464667
Cricket Club: Mar n Tripp..............................07961 100389
Football Club: Steve Faulkner ........................01892 263907
Garden Society: Joy Virden ...........................01622 814509
Rela ve Minors: H.Haddesley .......................01622 749284
Rifle Range: Dave Woodger ...........................01732 843813
Table Tennis: Peter Camrass...........................01622 720985
Villlage Voices: Karen di Marco......................01622 814267

SCOUTS
Beavers (6‐8), Cubs (8‐10.5), Scouts (10.5‐14)
Sandra Grace.................................................01622 200555
Explorer Scouts (14‐18)
Eleanor Mead................................................07539 890093

VILLAGE CONTACTS
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