
20th June 2021 – Trinity+3 – Using Faith to Survive the Storm :     :  Job Ch 38 vv 1-11  :  Mark Ch 4 vv 35-41 

Over the past 6 weeks, Rev. Lisa has been leading us in a bible study programme, looking at, amongst other aspects, 
how to benefit your life through reading the bible. A recurring question has been “What is your favourite book?”. 
Some liked the poetry and tranquillity of the Psalms. Others the ripping yarns found in the Old Testament. Well, I like 
to see God’s word inspiring people to do things and so my choice was Acts. A close second is Mark, from which we 
took today’s Gospel reading. Mark’s Gospel is a litany of deeds. He presents Jesus as an unstinting worker whose life 
was full of strenuous activity. Mark rattles off one task after another with energy and precision. He uses 
"straightaway” 42 times, as he marches us from one miracle to the next. Other gospel writers reveal to us the mind 
of God. Mark revels in the power of God referred to in our Old Testament reading. God has done everything and can 
do everything. Mark records 19 miracles but only 4 parables. Mark shows that Christ’s deeds prepared people for His 
words rather than His words preparing people for His deeds.  

My brother-in-law was a captain of a three-masted tall ship, who ran outward bound courses for the armed forces. A 
typical course would start by sailing to the middle of the Atlantic, instructing the novice crew along the way. He 
would hand over control of the ship to them, and they were now responsible for the ship. They had to work as a 
team and take the ship back to the UK, adding that if they were late then they would be deemed to be AWOL, 
“absent without leave”, but since the ship was his “office” he would be OK. He was not going to do any more sailing 
but would be observing how they applied their new knowledge and how they worked as a team. 

Similarly, Christ had been training His disciples. He demonstrated the power of God to them through miracles. He 
told them details about the Kingdom of God, using parables or stories that they could easily understand, and 
sometimes He even explained what the stories meant. Since Christ was God Incarnate, He would have known that 
there was going to be a storm that night. He might even have created it for teaching purposes. Perhaps today’s 
Gospel reading is simply Christ testing their progress in developing their ability to work as a team and have enough 
faith to carry on His work after He was gone. If it was, then to all intents and purposes they failed the test. They were 
terrified; but they did the right thing. They turned to Christ for help. 

The assignment given to them is like my brother-in-law’s typical course. Jesus was not asking them to do anything 
they did not have the expertise to do. Jesus told these professional sailors to get into the boat and go over to the 
other side of the lake. It was late, and Jesus needed some rest, but He also needed to get to the other side as soon as 
possible. Not really a spoiler alert but Mark tells us of three more miracles in the very next chapter. 

Today, we face storms in our lives. Yes, the weather still can be problematic, but there are other types of storms as 
well. As we emerge from the COVID-19 pandemic and create the new normal, we can reflect on the storms it has 
created in our lives, our families and our communities. 1 Peter Chapter 4 reminds us: “Dear friends, do not be 
surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you”. The disciples 
are perplexed that they are experiencing a storm even though Christ was with them. They had forgotten that God is 
always with them, but it was not until they actually asked for help that the storm was calmed. 

A storm in our life does not mean that God does not love us. It does not necessarily mean that God is angry with us, 
or that he is paying us back for something that we did or did not do. God is not playing with us. Storms happen and 
trying to analyse the reasons for them or assign blame is a fruitless activity. We live in a fallen world.  

In Matthew Chapter 5, Jesus reminds us of the power of God mentioned in our Old Testament reading from Job, 
when He says “He causes the sun to shine on evil people and good people. He sends rain on those who do right and 
those who do not”. In other words, God has the power to do everything and anything. Good and bad things happen 
to everyone. It is how we act in a storm that is important. 

Although we must accept that there will be storms in our lives, Christ has promised that he will be with us as our 
guide through every storm, and, at the right time, that He will use His power to calm the storm. It is through 
experiencing storms that we can have a greater understanding of God’s power. Not only did He create the storm but 
he also He can end the storm. It is by experiencing a storm that we can truly appreciate who Jesus is, who we are, as 
His witnesses and what our faith in God can do! There is so much riding on how we respond during the storms of life. 
Expect storms to come, be prepared by maintaining a close relationship with God through Jesus. Be ready and 
confident to wake Him up, call on Him because there are some things that we cannot do for ourselves. Do not let 
your faith in God go AWOL because you never know when you might need to ask Him for help. Amen. 


